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Guide: school in the UK when a child is 16 years old

In the UK, children receive compulsory, formal education until 18 years
old. This means that it is a legal requirement. They stay in ‘traditional’
school until 16 years old. This means school where they wear a
uniform, have a formal timetable etc. Afterwards, they move to a
different style of education.

In the UK pupils are divided into ‘Year Groups’ or ‘Years'. This refers to their age and in America is sometimes called
‘Grades’.

Age Year Group ‘

11/12 yearsold | Year7

12/13 yearsold | Year 8

13/14 yearsold | Year9 Choose exam subjects
14/15yearsold | Year 10 Study for exams
15/16 yearsold | Year 11 Study and sit exams

When children are 14/15 years old (Year 10), they begin to study for important exams. These exams are called
GCSEs. Pupils study around 7 or 8 different subjects for two years and sit exams when they are 15/16 years old
(Year 11). Exams usually take place in May and June.

The subjects they study are chosen when the pupil is 13/14 years old (Year 9). Schools usually call these subjects
‘options’ and ask pupils to complete a form to ‘choose their options’. They are called options because in the UK
there are some compulsory exam subjects and some optional.

Compulsory always include: Maths, English and Science (sometimes pupils study ‘general’ or ‘combined’ science,
sometimes they study individual sciences separately: biology, chemistry and physics. Your child’s teacher can give
you advice on this.)

Sometimes these subjects are referred to as ‘core subjects’. Some schools have other compulsory subjects, such
as a foreign language or religious studies. You should ask the school about this. The optional subjects are all the
other school subjects.
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Pupils usually choose 3 or 4 subjects which they want to study further in the future; they enjoy; they succeed in.
Schools offer a lot of support with this decision and often offer extra meetings with parents.

This may help to understand the ‘options process’ https://www.theschoolrun.com/parents-guide-secondary-
school-gcse-options#:~:text=What%20are%20%27options%27%3F,summer%20term%200f%20Year%2011.

GCSE is an acronym, but people usually say the letters individually. GCSEs (plural) is used because pupils take
several different subjects which are different qualifications. For example: GCSE English, GCSE music, GCSE Biology
etc.

GCSEs are a type of qualification which are comparable to the Ukrainian: CBifoLTBO Npo HEMOBHY CeEpeSHIO OCBITY.

Pupils will receive their exam results at the end of Year 11, usually during August. Pupils normally go to their school
to collect their results and see friends and teachers. Here is a link to explain the results they receive:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-48993830

GCSEs allow pupils to continue their education in several different ways. Pupils can choose how to continue their
education and you can help your child make that decision.

Children in the UK must stay in full-time education until they are 18 years old. When they are 18 years old, GCSEs
and other qualifications will help them to secure a job.

There are several options when a child is 16 years old (sometimes these options are described as ‘post 16’ that
means ‘after 16 years old’):

- Continue formal education and study for A-Level exams at Sixth Form
- Study for vocational qualifications
- Find an apprenticeship or traineeship

There is more information here: https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16

Pupils must go through an application process to move on to the next step of education. All pupils will be able to
study at a higher level and gain more qualifications, so don’t worry about this process.

A school will support your child to make the decision and with their applications. The applications and process to
register with a college begins in Year 11 and most pupils know where they will study before they sit their exams in
Year 11. They can also advise which option will be best for your child, based on their exam results and style of
learning.

At Sixth Form College, pupils can continue to study for A-Level qualifications. They will study for 2 years until they
are 18 years old. Pupils choose 3 subjects. These qualifications are similar to ATectat npo noBHy 3aranbHy
cepepfHto ocBiTy. These qualifications will allow pupils to study at university.

In the UK college and university are NOT the same. College is similar to [lpyruii etan cepegHboi ocBiTn and
university is yHiBepcuteT. Unlike in America where college and university have the same meaning.

There are other colleges where pupils can study a range of subjects and gain different qualifications. Usually if a
pupil does not attend Sixth Form college, they will go to another college where they can study vocational subjects.
Usually, they only study one subject and this is specific for a particular career path. For example, they may study
music production.

This will tell you more about the differences between A-levels and some other qualifications:

https://uk.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/btec-vs-a-level
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/the-difference-between-t-levels-and-a-levels/

The other option is to do an apprenticeship or traineeship. This option is a mix of studying for a qualification and
working a job at the same time, for example, they could be studying for qualifications in plumbing and also working
with a plumber.

Here is some information about apprenticeships and a search option to find available apprenticeships in your area:
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https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-your-education-and-training-choices/apprenticeship

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-apprenticeships
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[ia: wkona y Benuko6puTaHii, Konu ANTUHI 16
POKIB

Y BenukobpuTaHii 4itm oTpuMyroTb 060B'A3KOBY (pOpMasibHYy OCBITY A0
18 pokiB. Lle o3Ha4ae, Wo Le 3aKkoHHa BMMora. BoHu 3anuiwaroTbca B
«TpagnuinHiny wkoni go 16 pokie. Lie o3Havae wKony, Ae BOHU HOCATb
dopMy, MatoTb odilinHnM po3knag Towo. [licnsa uboro BoHM
nepexoaATb Ha iHLWKWN CTU/Ib HAaBYaHHS.

Y Benukin BputaHii yuHi nofinstoTbes Ha «pidHi rpynu» abo «pokux. Lle cTocyeTbes iXHbOro BiKy, i B AMepuLi Moro
iHOAi HasnBatoTb «OLiHKaMU»,

11/12 pokis 7 pik*

12/13 pokis 8 pik

13/14 pokis 9 pik BubepiTb ek3ameHaUilHi npegMeTu
14/15 pokiB 10 pik MigrotoBka Oo icnuTiB

15/16 pokiB 11 pik HaBuaHHSA Ta cknagaHHsA icnuTiB

*piK MaeTbCA Ha yBasi WKiNIbHWUA HaBYaIbHWUI PiK, @ He BiK y4HSA

Konu gitam 14/15 pokis (10 pik), BOHWM NOYMHAIOTb rOTYBaTUCA L0 BaxMBKX icnuTiB. Lli icnuTu HasuBatoTbeA
GCSE. YuHi BuBYaoTb NpnbnnsHo 7 abo 8 pisHNx NnpeiMETIB NPOTAroM ABOX POKIB i CK/1afatoTb iCNUTK, KON iM
BUMOBHIOETbCA 15-16 pokiB (11-# pik). lcnuTy 3a3BuYai NpoxoasTb y TPaBHI Ta YepBHi.

MpeamMeTw, AKi BOHU BUBYAIOTb, BUGMPatOTbCSA, KoK yueHb gocarae 13/14 pokis (9 knac). LLkonu sassuyait
Ha3WBaKoTb Li NPeAMETM «BapiaHTaMu» Ta NPOCATb YUHIB 3anoBHUTU HOPMY, LLO6 «BUGPATH BapiaHTU». Ix
Ha3MBaloTb BapiaHTamm, TOMy Lo y Benukin BputaHii € aeaki 060B’'A3K0BI NnpegMeTy AN icnuTie, a Aeaki — 3a
BUOOPOM.

O60B’'A3KOBI 3aBXMW BK/HOYAIOTb: MaTeMaTUKY, aHMNINCbKY MOBY Ta NPUPOAHMYi Hayku (iHOAI y4YHi BUBYaOTb
«3arasibHi» abo «KOMbBIHOBaHi» HayKW, iHOAI BOHN BUBYaOTb OKPEMi HayKn OKpeMo: 6ionorito, Ximito Ta isunky.
YyuTenb BaLWWoi AUTUHM MOXe AaTy BaM NOpaam LWoAO Lboro.)
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IHoAi Ui NpeAMeTM HasnBaOTb «KOCHOBHMMMU NpegMeTaMmuy». Y AesKMX LKOoNax € i iHLWi 060B’'A3KOBI NpeaMeTy,
Hanpwukniag iHo3eMHa MOBa Yu peniriesHaBCcTBO. Bu NOBUHHI 3anuTaTu Npo ue B WwKoni. GakynbTaTUBHUMHU
npeaMeTaMu € BCi iHLWI WKiNbHI NpegMeTu.

3asBuMyYai y4YHi 06MpatoTb 3-4 NpeaMeTH, SIKi: XO4yTb BUBYATU B MaibyTHLOMY; BOHU HAaCOJI0AXKYHOTbCS; BOHU
Jocsratotb ycnixy. LLkonu HagatoTb BENUKY NiATPUMKY LibOMY PiLLEHHIO Ta YacTO NPOMOHYHOTb AO0AATKOBI
3yCTpidi 3 6aTbKamMm.

Lle Moxke fonomMorTu 3po3ymiTu «npouec onuioHie» https://www.theschoolrun.com/parents-guide-secondary-
school-gcse-options#:~:text=What%20are%20%27options%27%3F,summer%20term%200f%20Year%2011

GCSE - ue abpesiaTypa, ane /oau 3a3BuYaii BUMOBAAOTb JliTepu okpemo. GCSEs (y MHOXMHI)
BUKOPUCTOBYETBCS, OCKISIbKM YUHi BUBYAIOTb KiflbKa PisHUX NpefMeTIiB, AAKi MatoTb pi3Hy KBanidikadito.
Hanpuknag: GCSE aHrnincobka, GCSE myauka, GCSE bionoris Touo.

GCSEs € Tvnom kBanidikau,ii i € NopiBHAHHUMMU 3 yKpaiHCbKMMK: CBiAOLTBO NPO HENOBHY CEPEAHIO OCBITY.

PesynbTaTu icnuTiB y4Hi oTpMMatroTb HanpukiHUi 11 knacy, 3a3Buyain y ceprHi. 3asBuyan yyHi ayTb A0 CBOET
LUKOSIK, 06 OTPUMATH pesynbTaTu Ta N06aunTUCa 3 Apy3siMn Ta BUMTensiMn. Ocb nocmnaHHs, Wob NoOsSICHUTK
oTpuMaHi peaynbTaTtu: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-48993830

GCSEs f03BONSIE YYHSIM MPOAOBXYBATN HaBYaHHS KiflbkoMa PisHMMUK cnoco6amMu. YUHi MOXyTb BUGMPATH, SIK
NPOAOBXYBaTU HaBYaHHS, i BU MOXeTe A0NOMOITH CBOI ANTUHI MPUAHATU Lie pilleHHS.

[Oitn y Benukin bpuTaHii NnOBUHHI HaBYaTUCS Ha AeHHI dopMi HaBYaHHS Ao 18 pokiB. Konu im BuNnoBHMTbLEA 18
pokiB, GCSEs Ta iHwWi KBanidikauii ZONOMOXYTb iM 3HaWTK POGOTY.

€ KinbKa BapiaHTiB, KOJIM AUTKHI BUNOBHIOETbCS 16 pokiB (iHOA Ui BapiaHTu onucyoTbes AK «post 16», Wwo
03Hayae «nicnsa 16 pokiB»):

- MpogoBxnTn hopmanbHy OCBITY Ta migrotysatucs fo icnutis A-Level y Sixth Form
- HaBYaHHs ons oTpMmMaHHs npodecinHol kBanidikauii
- 3HaNTU YYHIBCTBO ab0 CTa)KyBaHHS

Binbwe iHpopmaLii TyT: https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16

YYHi NOBWHHI NPOWTK NpoLeC NofaHHS 3asiBKY, LLLO6 NepenTn [0 HACTYNMHOMO CTYNeHst HaBYaHHS. Yci yYHi
3MOXYTb BUNTUCS HA BULLLOMY PiBHi Ta 3406yTK 6inblue KBanidikaLii, TOMy He nepexusaiTe Npo Lel npoLec.

LLikona gonomoxke BaLlin ANTUHI NPUAHATY pilleHHA Ta NogacTb 3asaBKW. [Nogaya 3aaB i Npouec peecTpalii B
KosieKi moumHaeTbes B 11 Knaci, i 6inblUicTb YYHIB 3HaKOTh, &6 BOHW HaBYaTUMYTbCS, LLie A0 TOro, AK
cknagatumyTb icnuTu B 11 Knaci. BoHN TakoX MOXyTb NOpaAuTK, SKUA BapiaHT 6yAe HakKpallumMm Ans Bawiol
ONTUHK, BUXOASAYM 3 Pe3yNbTaTiB iCAUTIB | CTUIO. HABYaHHSA.

Y konepxi Sixth Form College yuHi MOXXyTb NpoAOBXyBaTK HaBYaHHS A1 oTpUMaHHA kBanidikauii A-Level.
HaBuaTumyTbcsl 2 poku o 18 pokiB. YUHi 06upatoTb 3 npeaMeTu. Lli kBanidikauii cxoxi Ha ATecTaTt Npo NoBHY
3aranbHy cepefiHto ocBiTy. Lli kBanidikauil L03BONATb YYHAM HABYATUCS B YHIBEPCUTETI.

Y Benukin bpuTtaHii konepx i yHiBepcuteT HE Te came. College popiBHioeTbes fo Opyroro etany cepefHboi
OCBITM Ta yHiBepcuUTeT (YHiBEPCUTET) AOPIBHIOTLCS BULLIM OCBITI.

Ha BigMiHy Big AMepuKu, fie Koneax i yHiBepcuTeT MatoTb OHAKOBE 3HaUYEeHHSA.
€ iHWi Koneaxi, Ae y4Hi MOXXYTb BUBYATM HU3KY NpeaMeTiB i 3q06yBaTy pisHi kBanidikadil. 3asBuyan, SKLWO
yuyeHb He BigBigye konemx Sixth Form, BiH nige A0 iHWOro konepxy, Ae 3MoXe BUBYaATH NPodeCiviHi npegmeTu.

3asBuyail BOHN BUBYAIOTb NULLIE OAMH MpeAMET, i e cneundivyHo Ana KOHKpeTHOI Kap'epu. Hanpuknag, BOHK
MOXYTb BUBYATU CTBOPEHHS MY3UKMW.

Lle po3noBicTb Bam 6ifibLie Npo BigMiHHOCTI MiX A-levels Ta gesikumm iHLWMMK KBanidikauismu:
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https://www.theschoolrun.com/parents-guide-secondary-school-gcse-options#:~:text=What%20are%20%27options%27%3F,summer%20term%20of%20Year%2011
https://www.theschoolrun.com/parents-guide-secondary-school-gcse-options#:~:text=What%20are%20%27options%27%3F,summer%20term%20of%20Year%2011
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16

https://uk.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/btec-vs-a-level
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/the-difference-between-t-levels-and-a-levels/

IHWWIA BapiaHT - NPONTU HaBYaHHSA abo cTaXyBaHHS. Llei BapiaHT noeiHye HaBYaHHSA AJ1s1 OTPMMaHHSA
KBanidikaLii Ta po60oTy Ha po60Ti ogHOoYacHO. Lie Moxxe 6yTy HaBYaHHSA A5t OTPUMaHHSA KBanidikauil caHTexHika,
enleKTpuKa, aBToMexaHika ToLL0.. Ta BoAHOYac poboTa 3 3a MMM crevlianbHOCTAMM.

Ocb fgesika iHpopMaList NPo CTaXXyBaHHS Ta MOX/IUBICTb MOLUYKY, LLO6 3HANTU JOCTYMHi CTaXXyBaHHS y BalloOMy
perioHi:

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-your-education-and-training-choices/apprenticeship

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/career-starter-apprenticeships

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-apprenticeships
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